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ANIMALS   THAT   LIVE   BACKWARDS

Another minority has evaded in another way Nature's edict of
progress or perish. Some animals have, so to speak, contrived to live
backwards. The little acorn barnacles bespangling every rock begin
life as free swimming creatures not unlike the common cyclops of the
ponds. But when seemingly on the verge of higher things, the baby
barnacle anchors itself by the head, discards most organs save its stomach
and a few legs with which to rake food into it, and so remains throughout
the rest of its existence.

A near relative degenerates even more, becoming an inert and
shapeless mass about as big as one's thumb nail, tucked beneath the tail
or apron of the shore crab, and slowly extracting vitality from its
unwilling host.

T

MAKING THE BEST OF CIRCUMSTANCES
I HE whole story of animal life has been one of making the best of
circumstances: adaptation to environment the scientists call it. This
has brought about a vast number of widely differing forms from
primitive ancestral stock. For the further we go back in any creature's
lineage, the nearer we approach a certain uniformity. Not even the
specialist can say of some early mammals, this is a flesh eater, or perhaps
a harmless grazer, for both qualities are contained in the same animal.
Time and a changing world, however, have bent such indeterminate
generalizes into a dozen highly specialized directions.
A homely parallel may be offered by a family of quins. Mary, John,
Muriel, George and Henry in the cradle are only to be distinguished one
from the other by nurse. Even in six months' time the quins are " much
of a muchness." But four years later, what scientists call radiative
adaptation has crept in, and becomes more obvious with each succeeding
year. Once in their teens we find Mary's dolls have fostered an hereditary
gift for nursing, a chance stay at a farm fired John with an urge to the
land, Muriel sees herself as a secretary, George's meccano set has turned
him into an embryo engineer, and Henry, hearkening to a secret " call,"
has run away to sea.
GUINEA   PIGS  THAT   DIFFER
Animal analogies to the above are naturally the result of physical
rather than psychic influences, and are spread over an immensity of
time. In South America, for example, there became established the
ancestral guinea pig, which has persisted when many strange monsters
sharing the land with it are now known only as fossils. Today this
continent fosters guinea pigs so different from each other that only
naturalists would suspect their kinship.
What could be more contrasted than the Patagonian cavy and the
capybara? A life spent in fleeing from predatory foes has stretched the
cavy's legs until the animal suggests a hare or miniature antelope. The